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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98, the references listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 
and/or Substitute Form PTO-1449 CTorm 1449") are submitted for consideration by the 
Examiner in the examination of the above-identified patent application. 

The full consideration of the references in their entirety by the Examiner is respectfully 
requested and encouraged. Also, it is respectfully requested that the references be entered 
mto the record of the present application and that the Examiner place his or her initials in the 
appropriate area on the enclosed Form 1449, thereby indicating the Examiner's consideration 
of each of the references. 

The submission of the references listed on the Form 1449 is for the purpose of providing a 
complete record and is not a concession that the references listed thereon are prior art to the 
invention claimed in the patent application. The right is expressly reserved to establish an 
invention date earlier than the above-identified filing date in order to remove any reference 
submitted herewith as prior art should it be deemed appropriate to do so. 

Further, the submission of the references is not to be taken as a concession that any reference 
represents art that is relevant or analogous to the claimed invention. Accordingly, the right to 
argue that any reference is not properly within the scope of prior art relevant to an 
examination of the claims in the above-identified application is also expressly reserved. 

The Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: 

£D within any one of the following time periods: (a) within three months of the filing 
date of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 
37 CFR 153(d); (b) within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1491 of an international application; (c) before the mailing date 
of a first Office Action on the merits; or (d) before the mailing of a first Office Action 
after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 
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1=1 ??%£ ft) ; ffi (C) xt ( ? } ****** tefore the mailing date of a final action under 
37 CPRM 13, a Notice of AUowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and includes one of: 

□ the Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1 97fer 
below). * v 7 

or 

□ the fee of $ 1 80 set forth in 37 CFR M 7<p) (see "Fees" below). 

□ after the mailing date of a final action under 37 CFR M 13 or a Notice of AUowance 
under 37 CFR 1.3 1 1, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application, 
™ d ™ ™ h , c f°f c Parent of the issue fee, and includes the Statement under 
37 CFR .97(e) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e)" below), and the fee of $180 as 
set forth m 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) (see "Fees" below). 

□ alter the mailing date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1 .3 II , and on or before 
payment of the issue fee, and within thirty days of receiving each item of information 
S2 n ™ m the lnformation Disclosure Statement, and includes the Statement under 
3; CFR 1704(d) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d)" below), and the fee of 
$180 as set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) (see u Fees" below). 

NOTE: This is for original applications except applications for a design patent, filed on or after 
May 29, 2000, wherein a paper containing only an Information Disclosure Statement in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 is being filed. 



Copies of the References 

SI Copies of the references listed on the enclosed Form 1449 are enclosed herewith. 
Attached to each reference not in the English language is a concise explanation of the 
relevance pursuant to 37 CFR 1.98(a)(3). An EnglishJanguage equivalent/patent, or 
an English-language abstract, or an English-language version of the search report or 
action by a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application indicating the 
degree of relevance found by the foreign office is being submitted in lieu of a concise 
explanation of the relevance pursuant to 37 CFR 1.98(a)(3). 

□ A copy of the foreign search report is enclosed herewith. 

□ The references listed on the enclosed Form 1449 were previously identified in the 
parent application(s) of the present application, and copies of the references were 
furnished at that time. Accordingly, additional copies of the references are not 
submitted herewith, so as not to burden the file with duplicate copies of references. 
The Examiner is respectfully requested to carefully review the references in 
accordance with the requirements set out in the Manual of Patent Examining 
Procedure. In accordance with 37 CFR 1.98(d), the details of the parent applications) 
relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 USC 120 in which copies of the 
references were previously furnished are set out below; 
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U:S. APPEIGAHQNg • ■ 
' U.S. ! APPLICATjQNg: •[,•-■; TJ.S. Fn^gBAra" 



'PATE^ITEb■^ 



■ PEhiDlNQ-W 



Abandoned 



Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) 



□ 



□ 



S-o "^"^^ b l StateS ^ each ^ni of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication fr^m a 

mUZ nl Cn ° t f C i m a f ^*«P^ foreign Patent application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 

1^™^™^ her ?7 **** 00 item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 

uS^iSJ. C i mtei P? fr^S* Pf* 1 * application, and, to the knowledgfof the 
undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the 

i?^^ x 1 ° SUK Y Statement ^ known to any individual designated in 
DlSure's^r *"* ^ *** * ° f *" 



Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d) 

□ The undersigned hereby states that each item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart application and that this communication was not received by 
any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than thirty days prior to the fiW 
of the Information Disclosure Statement. 

Fees 

No fee is owed by the applicants). 

□ The IDS Fee of S180 under 37 CFR 1.17(p) is enclosed herewith. 

Method of Payment of Fees 

□ Attached is a check in the amount of $ 

□ Charge Deposit Account No. 12-1216 in the amount of $0.00. (A duplicate copy of 
this communication is enclosed for that purpose.) 

Authorization to Charge Additional Fees 

E3 If any additional fees are owed in connection with this communication, please charge 
Deposit Account No. 12-1216. (A duplicate copy of this communication is enclosed 
for that purpose.) 
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Instructions as to Overpayment 

p3 Credit Account No. 12-1216. 
□ Refund 



Date: April 28, 2003 




Pamela J. Ruschatf, Reg. No. 34,242 
LEYDIG, VOIT & MAYER, LTD. 
Two Prudential Plaza, Suite 4900 
180 North Stetson 
Chicago, Illinois 60601-6780 
(3 12) 616-5600 (telephone) 
(312) 616-5700 (facsimile) 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this Information Disclosure Statement (along with any documents 
referred to as attached or enclosed) is being transmitted by facsimile to the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office, Attention: Examiner M.T. Nguyen, Art Unit 2816, Facsimile Number 
703-872-931 8, on the date indicated. 

Date,-_April28,2003 



_Kathleen N. Grantz _ 

(Typed or printed name oi person transmitting) 
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